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To effectively implement firearms restrictions in domestic violence cases, courts, law 
enforcement, and other justice system professionals need to have access to clear 
and complete information about abusers use of and access to firearms, including the 
type and location of firearms involved.  Petitioners for civil protection orders can be a 
source of this information, as long as they also have access to advocacy services to 
assist them with safety planning and in understanding the pros and cons of 
identifying any firearms involved in their situation.   

This compendium contains examples from around the country of language used in 
the civil protection order process that ask questions/provide space for firearms 
information.  We assembled these samples for reference by community 
stakeholders who are engaged in amending or creating their own forms. Please note 
that the compendium is like a menu of options; you should read through the 
examples and decide on language that fits your local process and statutory 
authority.  Not all of these examples are applicable to every jurisdiction. 

Ideally, the revision of existing protection order petitions and affidavits is a 
collaborative process.  Although it is ultimately the court that adopts new forms, 
meaningful participation in their development by victim advocates, attorneys, law 
enforcement officers (those responsible for service as well as enforcement of 
orders), and others can help ensure that the revised forms meet the needs of the 
various stakeholders, including victims. 

This project was supported by 2016-TA-AX-K043 awarded by the Office on 
Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The National Council of 
Juvenile and Family Court Judges collected and curated these materials. The 
opinions, findings, conclusions, and recommendations expressed in this document 
are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. 
Department of Justice, Office on Violence Against Women.



Miami, FL (Court DV Intake Questionnaire) 

Connecticut (Relief From Abuse Petition)

Wyoming (Petition and Instructions) 

Philadelphia County, PA

Washington State (DV Petition and Instructions) 

Wisconsin

West Virginia (Petition)

Oregon (Petition)

California (Petition)

New Mexico (Petition)

Montana (Petition)

Illinois (Petition)

Vermont (Affidavit)

Forms provided by the following jurisdictions:



The following information requested is for the person you are filing against: 

Name _______________________________________________________________________  [   ] Female  [  ] Male         

Birth Date _______________________     

Is the Respondent known by a nickname/alias? _________________________________________________________  

Is this person under 18 years of age? [   ] yes [   ] no

If yes, name of parent/guardian  ________________________  Relationship to him/her________________________

Respondent’s Place of Birth _______________       Race [   ] Black [ ] White Ethnic Origin __________________

Address:  ____________________________________ City __________________ State ______ Zip Code _________ 

Telephone Number ( ) __________ - ____________ Alternate Number ( ) __________ - ____________

What is a good time to find this person at home? ________________________________________________________ 

Is there any other address where the respondent can be served? __________________________________________

What is the best time to find the respondent at the address above? __________________________________________ 

Employer _______________________________________________________________________________________

Employer’s address _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone Number ( ) __________ - ____________ Ext ________

Days off from work _______________________________ Work hours ______________________________________ 

Physical Description:  Height ___ ft ___ in Weight ___ lbs Hair color ____________ Eye color ______________ 

Any distinguishing marks, scars or tattoos?  [ ] yes [ ] no If yes, please identify one __________________________ 

Vehicle information: Year ________ Make ________ Model __________ Color _________ 

Does this person have a drug problem? [   ] yes [   ] no [   ] I don't know

Does this person have an alcohol problem? [   ] yes [   ] no [   ] I don't know

Does this person have a history of clinically diagnosed mental health problems? [   ] yes [   ] no [   ] I don't know  

Since when have you known this person (date)? __________________________ 

06/21/07 

Examples	of	firearm-related	language	from	civil	protection	order	petitions	

Does this person own, possess and/or is known to possess a firearm?  [   ] yes [   ] no [   ] I don't know  

If yes, what type(s) ____________ Has the Respondent threatened to use it against you? [   ] yes [   ] no [   ] 

Is this person required to carry/use a firearm in the capacity of his/her job? [   ] yes [   ] no   

Connecticut (RFA Petition)

Wyoming (Petition and Instructions) 

Miami, FL (Court DV Intake Questionnaire)



Examples of firearm-related language from civil protection order petitions 

Philadelphia County, PA



Examples	of	firearm-related	language	from	civil	protection	order	petitions	

Protection from Firearms and Other Dangerous Weapons 

19. The nineteenth provision asks the court to require the respondent to immediately
surrender all firearms, other dangerous weapons, and any concealed pistol licenses,
and to prohibit the respondent from accessing, obtaining or possessing a firearm or other
dangerous weapon, or concealed pistol licenses until the order ends.

Notice: If you are the respondent’s intimate partner, after actual notice and an 
opportunity to be heard at the hearing, the court may be required by law to order the 
respondent to immediately surrender all firearms, other dangerous weapons, or 
concealed pistol licenses. 

 Please review the section you just completed to ensure that you checked the boxes to 
show which provisions you want the court to order.  In each provision, be sure you checked 
the boxes to identify the people and places you want protected. 

Washington State (DV Petition and Instructions)



Examples	of	firearm-related	language	from	civil	protection	order	petitions	

 Court of Washington 
For No. 

_____________________________ _________ 
Petitioner                                           DOB 

vs. 
_____________________________ _________ 
Respondent                                              DOB 

Motion for Surrender of Weapons 
(MT) 

1. I am protected by a civil protection order issued in this case:

 Domestic Violence, Ch. 26.50 RCW  Anti-harassment, Ch. 10.14 RCW 

 Sexual Assault, Ch.7.90 RCW  Stalking, Ch. 7.92 RCW 

2. The restrained person (name) _______________________ has: (check all that apply)

used, displayed, or threatened to use a firearm or other dangerous weapon in a 
felony. 
Describe this offense: 

. 

previously committed an offense that makes him or her ineligible to possess a 
firearm under the provisions of RCW 9.41.040.  Describe this offense:  

. 



Examples	of	firearm-related	language	from	civil	protection	order	petitions	

possession of a firearm or other dangerous weapon which presents a serious and 
imminent threat to public health or safety, or to the health or safety of any individual. 
My concern for imminent threat is based on the following:   

. 

3. Information about the firearms or other dangerous weapon/s:

What kind of firearm or other 
dangerous weapon? 

Where is it located? 

4. My relationship with the restrained
person is:

 spouse or former spouse 
 parent of a child in common 
 current or former domestic partner 
 current or former cohabitant as part 
of a dating relationship 

 current or former 
dating relationship 
 stepparent or 
stepchild 
 current or former 
cohabitant as 
roommate 

 in-law 
 parent or child 
 blood relation other 
than parent or child 

5. I request that the court:

• Prohibit the restrained person from obtaining or possessing a firearm or other
dangerous weapon, or a concealed pistol license.

• Require the restrained person to surrender any firearm, other dangerous weapon,
and any concealed pistol license issued under RCW 9.41.070.

• Order temporary surrender of a firearm or other dangerous weapon without notice to
the restrained person because irreparable injury could result if an order is not issued
until the time for response has elapsed.

I certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of Washington that the foregoing is 
true and correct. 

Dated:  at (place) , Washington. 

Ø 
Signature of Protected Person/Attorney WSBA No. Print Name 



Examples of firearm-related language from civil protection order petitions 

Wisconsin



Examples	of	firearm-related	language	from	civil	protection	order	petitions	

West Virgina (Petition)

Oregon (Petition)



Examples	of	firearm-related	language	from	civil	protection	order	petitions	

California (Petition)



Examples	of	firearm-related	language	from	civil	protection	order	petitions	

New Mexico (Petition)



Examples	of	firearm-related	language	from	civil	protection	order	petitions	

Montana (Petition)



Examples	of	firearm-related	language	from	civil	protection	order	petitions	

Illinois (Petition)



Examples of firearm-related language from civil protection order petitions 

Vermont (Affidavit)
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