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Today’s Objective: 

To provide some knowledge and 
tools necessary to effectively 
address and handle teen dating 
violence (“TDV”) cases and to 
promote the teen survivor’s 
safety and well-being



Statutorily 
Allowed Ages & 
Corresponding 
States 
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Gen Z (1997-2012): Who are they?

Digital Natives: the 1st generation to grow 
up with internet, smartphones

and social media 

Gen Zers are much more likely than 
those in older generations to say they 

personally know someone who prefers to 
go by gender-neutral pronouns
(Pew Research Center, https://www.pewresearch.org/social-

trends/2020/05/14/on-the-cusp-of-adulthood-and-facing-an-uncertain-future-
what-we-know-about-gen-z-so-far-2/)

Gen Z is more racially and ethnically 
diverse than previous generations 

(Pew Research Center, https://www.pewresearch.org/social-
trends/2020/05/14/on-the-cusp-of-adulthood-and-facing-an-uncertain-future-

what-we-know-about-gen-z-so-far-2/)

Gen Z experienced 9/11, the Great 
Recession, BLM & Me Too

(What do judges need to know about Gen Z?, Kimberly Carlton Bonner, 
https://judicature.duke.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/BONNER-

Vol106No3.pdf) 



Potential Challenges 
for Teens in Courts

• DIY approaches 

• Diversity comprehension expectations 

• Tech-savvy teens & traditional courts

• Privacy Questions 

• Financial Constraints



Additional TDV Dynamics to Consider

Prevalence Trauma & Stress 
on Teen Brain 
Development

Relationships can 
be on a spectrum
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Polling Question:

Dean and Mary are high school students. They met each 
other through a dating app. They direct messaged (“DM’d”) 
each other via a social media app for approximately 3 days, 
exchanging hundreds of messages. They met in person for 
the first time after one of Mary’s lacrosse games. During 
their conversation, which lasted for about 45 minutes, they 
were surrounded by other students and adults. Mary and 
Dean met a second time at Mary’s home while her family 
was away. Mary alleged that during this time, Dean 
assaulted her. 

Q: Were Dean and Mary in a “dating relationship?” 



One Love Foundation’s “Because I Love You” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4JYyHa03x-U&t=2s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4JYyHa03x-U&t=2s


Teens & Social Media 

Teen use of 
social media 
platforms is 

ever 
changing 
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Common Social Media Apps that Teens Use
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TikTok: Short videos, DMs
by tapping on profile,
comments by tapping
speech bubble.

Instagram: Photos and
videos, DMs by Direct
icon, comments by
tapping speech bubble.

Snapchat: Photos and
videos that disappear,
DMs by swiping right,
comments by swiping up.

Twitter: Short messages,
DMs by message icon,
comments by replying to
tweets.

Facebook: Connect with
friends, DMs by message
icon, comments by
speech bubble.

WhatsApp: Messaging,
DMs by opening a chat,
comments not available.

Bereal: Share anonymous
thoughts, feelings and
emotions, create posts, join
groups, DMs and comments
available on this platform

Wechat: Multi-purpose app for
messaging, social media, mobile
payments and e-commerce, DMs and
comments available, popular in Asia.

Discord: Communication platform for text
and voice chat, create and join servers, DMs
and comments available, popular among
gamers and communities.



Sample catch-
all language: 
Washington
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Full Faith and 
Credit
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Relief Considerations

 Is it appropriate for the two parties to continue to go to the same school? 

 Do they share any classes or extracurricular activities?

What are some upcoming social events (i.e. prom, football games) that 

need to be considered? 

 How many entrances/exits does the school/campus have?

Where are the lockers? How narrow are the hallways? 

 Is a staggered exit policy appropriate? 

Do the 
parties go 

to the 
same 

school?



Compliance for Teen Respondents

Courts must weigh 
consequences and 
effects on the 
youthful offender & 
make appropriate 
choices while 
maintaining 
survivor safety as 
its primary goal



Dismissal, Repeat Petitions

Dismissal Requests 

Repeat Petitions 

External Pressures

Safety Evaluations 

Incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna

Incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna

Incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna

Incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna



If there is one thing that your teen 
survivor should remember from [their] 
court experience, it is the door to 
court is always open. The immense 
societal pressure than teen survivors 
face to drop protection orders and 
return to their abusers is magnified in 
the complex world of adolescence. 
Being a teen is not easy. Being a teen 
survivor is much, much harder. 

Hon. Marshall Murray “8 things Judges Need to Know About Teen 
Dating Violence,”

https://www.ncjfcj.org/news/8-things-every-judge-should-know-
about-teen-dating-violence/



ABOUT US



BWJP’s 
National Centers



We bring our expertise and our 
partners to address better training 

and service delivery.

The NGBVLC is a Learning Management 
System that provides high-quality 
digital learning experiences in multiple 
formats. 
• In person courses
• Live online courses
• Self-paced asynchronous courses
• Combinations of the above

The system offers robust data collection 
and quality assessment tools to assist with 
reporting to funders and partners.
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Contact Us
National Center on Protection Orders 
and Full Faith & Credit  
www.fullfaithandcredit.org
1.800.903.0111, prompt 2

Monica Player: mplayer@bwjp.org
Sarah Hur: shur@bwjp.org



Thank You
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